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PTOLEMAIC or LAGID KINGS (PTOLEMAIOI or LAGIDAI) 

After a period of Persian domination Egypt (Aigyptos) surrendered to the Macedonian king 
Alexandras III in 332, and became part of the Macedonian Empire. At the division of the empire between 
Alexandras’ generals in 323, the satrapy of Egypt was assigned to Ptolemaios, the son of Lagos. In 306, like the 
other Macedonian governors, Ptolemaios I proclaimed himself king, although he dated his regnal years from his 
appointment as strategos in 323. The Ptolemies intervened throughout the eastern Mediterranean, beautified 
their capital Alexandria (Alexandreia), and entered a long-lasting contest with the Seleucids for control over 
Syria and Palestine. The dynasty reached its apogee in the reigns of Ptolemaios II and Ptolemaios III, but 
following the death of Ptolemaios IV it was gradually eclipsed by its Seleucid neighbors and had to contend with 
native uprisings in the south. This situation was briefly reversed at the end of Ptolemaios Vi’s reign, but a 
succession of civil wars rendered the kingdom increasingly impotent. By the I st century BC, the kingdom became 
increasingly dependent on the Roman Republic. The intervention of the ambitious Kleopatra VII in the Roman 
civil wars in the 40s and 3 os BC at first secured some gains for her kingdom, but ultimately led to the Roman 
conquest in 30 BC. Egypt remained a Roman province until conquered by the Islamic caliphate in 639—642, 
apart from a Sasanid occupation in 619—628. Among their other Mediterranean possessions, the Ptolemies made 
effective appanages out of Cyrene (Kyrene) and Cyprus (Kypros), and several members of the family governed 
there as practically independent rulers. In addition to the foundation of new cities, the Ptolemies shared their 
Hellenistic contemporaries’ predilection for divine kingship and the increased importance of queens in power. 

The dates in the list below reflect possession of the capital Alexandria. The Ptolemaic dynasty included 
an unusually large number of queens regnant, albeit almost always sharing the throne with a male co-ruler; all of 
these queens assumed the name Kleopatra, and are numbered accordingly in the list (non-reigning queens are 
not numbered here). The numbering of the Ptolemies and Kleopatras varies in different studies and the present 
treatment attempts to conform to what is the most usual usage as long as it can be justified; corrections to some 
common numbering systems should be noted with Ptolemaios VII and VIII and Kleopatra IV, V, and VI. 

Ptolemies in Egypt (Aigyptos) 

306—282 Ptolemaios I Soter ... son of Lagos; strategos of Egypt since 323 '; basileus 306 
282—246 Ptolemaios II Philadelphos ... son of Ptolemaios I; associated 285 

+ Ptolemaios, Hyios ... adopted son of Ptolemaios II; son of Lysimakhos of Macedon and 
Arsinoe II, daughter of Ptolemaios I; associated 267—259; died 240: 

246—222 Ptolemaios III Euergetes ... son of Ptolemaios II 
222—204 Ptolemaios IV Philopator ... son of Ptolemaios III 

— Kharonnophris 1 2 * ('Anhwennefer) ... native usurper in Upper Egypt 205 — 186 
204—180 Ptolemaios V Epiphanes Eukharistos ... son of Ptolemaios IV; associated 210 

180—177 Kleopatra I Epiphanes ... widow of Ptolemaios V; daughter of Antiokhos III of Syria 

& 180—164 Ptolemaios VI Philometor ... son of Ptolemaios V; expelled 

164—163 Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, 5 Physkon ... son of Ptolemaios V; associated 170; expelled 
163 — 145 Ptolemaios VI Philometor ... restored 

+ Ptolemaios Eupator ... son of Ptolemaios VI and Kleopatra II; associated 152 
145 —130 Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, Physkon ... restored; expelled 

— Arsiesis (Harsiese) ... native usurper in Upper Egypt 131 —130 
130—127 Kleopatra II Philometor Soteira ... daughter of Ptolemaios V; widow of Ptolemaios VI and 
wife of Ptolemaios VII; associated 170—164 and since 163; rival since 131; deposed 
+ Ptolemaios VIII Neos Philopator, Memphites ... son of Ptolemaios VII and Kleopatra II 4 

1 From which date he counted his regnal years as king of Egypt. 

1 Originally named Hyrganophor (Harwennefer) until 199, unless that was a distinct usurper. 

5 Originally titled Philometor as co-ruler of his brother and sister in 170—164. 

4 Perhaps intended as his mother’s male joint ruler in 130, Ptolemaios VIII may have been proclaimed king in 

absentia ; he was murdered by his father and certainly posthumously included in the dynastic cult after 124. 
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127—116 
116 

Sc 1 16—101 

& 116—107 
& 107—88 

88-81 

81—80 

80 

80—58 

58—57 

& 58-55 

55-5i 

51-30 

& 51-47 

& 47-44 
& 44—30 


310—306 

306—301 
301 — 164 
164—163 
163 — 130 
130—127 

127-114 
114—107 

107—105 
105—88 
88-80 
80—58 


Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, Physkon ... restored 

Kleopatra II Philometor Soteira ... restored; associated since 124 

Kleopatra III Euergetis 5 ... daughter of Ptolemaios VI and Kleopatra II; widow of Ptolemaios VII; 
associated 140—131 and since 127 

Ptolemaios IX Soter, 6 Lathyros ... son of Ptolemaios VII and Kleopatra III; expelled 
Ptolemaios X Alexandras Philometor Soter, Pareisaktos ... son of Ptolemaios VII and 
Kleopatra III; expelled, died 87 
Ptolemaios IX Soter, Lathyros ... restored 

Kleopatra IV Berenike Philopator 7 ... daughter of Ptolemaios IX; widow of Ptolemaios X; 
associated 101—88 and since 81 

Ptolemaios XI Alexandras 8 ... son of Ptolemaios X; associated 101—88 and since 80 
Ptolemaios XII Neos Dionysos Philopator Philadelphos, Auletes ... son of Ptolemaios IX; deposed 
Kleopatra V Tryphaina Philopator Philadelphos ... wife of Ptolemaios XII; daughter of 
Ptolemaios X and Kleopatra IV; associated 80—69 
Kleopatra VI Berenike Epiphanes ... daughter of Ptolemaios XII and Kleopatra V 9 
Ptolemaios XII Neos Dionysos Philopator Philadelphos, Auletes ... restored 
Kleopatra VII Thea Neotera Philopator Philopatris 10 ... daughter of Ptolemaios XII and 
Kleopatra V; in exile 49—48 

Ptolemaios XIII Philopator Philadelphos ... son of Ptolemaios XII and Kleopatra V; demoted 
51-50 

Ptolemaios XIV Philopator Philadelphos ... son of Ptolemaios XII and Kleopatra V 
Ptolemaios XV Kaisar Philopator Philometor, Kaisarion ... son of Kleopatra VII by Gaius 
Iulius Caesar 

(Roman province of Aegyptus 30) 

Ptolemies in Cyprus (Kypros) 

Menelaos ... brother of Ptolemaios I of Egypt; strategos of Cyprus and basileus of Salamis; 

deposed, died 284: 

(to the Antigonids) 

(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios VI Philometor ... son of Ptolemaios V; Egypt 180—164 and 163 — 145 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, Physkon ... brother of Ptolemaios VI; Egypt 164—163, 145 —130, 

127—116 

(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios X Alexandras Philometor Soter, Pareisaktos ... son of Ptolemaios VII; strategos 
since 116, then basileus 114; Egypt 107—88, died 87 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios IX Soter, Lathyros ... son of Ptolemaios VII; Egypt 116—107 and 88—81 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios 11 ... son of Ptolemaios IX 


5 Sometimes titled Philometor Soteira Dikaiosyne Nikephoros. 

6 Originally titled Philometor Soter during his first reign (but only Soter during the second). 

7 Originally titled Philadelphos during joint reign with husband Ptolemaios X Alexandras. 

8 Perhaps titled Philopator, like his wife Kleopatra IV Berenike. 

9 Neither of Kleopatra VI Berenike’s husbands, Seleukos and Arkhelaos, seems to have been associated on the 
throne. 

10 Originally titled Philopator Philadelphos during joint reign with brothers Ptolemaios XIII and XIV. 
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58-48 
48-47 
& 48—44 


c. 300—150 
c.z 50—148 
& 149—148 
148—146 
146—163 
163-145 

145-13° 

130—117 
117—107 
107—106 
106—96 


(37-34 

(34-3° 


(to the Roman Republic) 

Ptolemaios XIV Philopator Philadelphos ... son of Ptolemaios XII; Egypt 47—44 
Arsinoe Philopator Philadelphos ... sister of Ptolemaios XIV; deposed, died 41 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt 44; to the Roman Republic 30) 

Ptolemies in Cyrene (Kyrene) 

Magas ... son of Philippos by Berenike I, mother of Ptolemaios II; strategos, then basileus 181? 
Berenike ... daughter of Magas; deposed, later married Ptolemaios III, died 111 
Demetrios, Kalos ... husband of Berenike; son of Demetrios I of Macedon 
(republic) 

(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, Physkon ... son of Ptolemaios V; Egypt 164—163, 145 —130, 117—116 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios VII Euergetes, Physkon ... again 
(to the Ptolemies of Egypt) 

Ptolemaios IX Soter, Lathyros ... son of Ptolemaios VII; Egypt 116—107 and 88—81 

Ptolemaios Apion ... bastard son of Ptolemaios VII 

(to the Roman Republic 96, formally province of Cyrenaica 74*) 

Nominal restoration of Ptolemaic rule under Roman auspices in the city of Cyrene 
Kleopatra VII ... daughter of Ptolemaios XII, son of Ptolemaios IX; replaced, died 30) 
Kleopatra Selene ... daughter of Kleopatra VII by Marcus Antonius; deposed, died 5 BC?) 


Perhaps titled Philopator Philadelphos like his brother Ptolemaios XII. 



